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ACTIVISM IN
UP TO
Students created an “altar” in the MRC office where coalition members are staging a sit-in.
Students sleep in the Casey Atrium aspart of the MRC Student Coalition sit-in.
Fr. Sundborg listens to Coalition members speak to the audience in Casey Hall.
Core members of the MRC student Coalition lead a conversation in Casey Hall.
NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
Studentssat in a circle when the march reached the library courtyard.
Onlookers listen to a teach-in.
COVER BY NICK TURNER
TABLE OF CONTENTS
e DELINEATING THE 2017 BUDGET
Q TURN AND FACE THE DEPARTMENT CHANGES
PUSHING BOUNDARIES AT “WOMEN ON THE BRINK”
©SATIATE YOUR SWEET TOOTH AT FIRST ANNUAL
SEATTLE ICE CREAM FESTIVAL
IS IT FINALLY TIME FOR THE MARINERS?
WHAT DOES MADDYMELE HAVE TO [7*|k
SAY ABOUT FRENCH FRIES?
,
''
Jm
CHECK THE ONLINE COLUMN j \
“HUMANS OF SU” TO FIND OUT!
Melissa Lia
Editor
THE WEEK IN REVIEW
Editorial Board
MICHAEL BENNETT WON’T HOLD OUT—Michael
Bennett told 710 ESPN Seattle’s “Brock and Salk”
show on Tuesday that he will be reporting to
training camp. Speculation swirled that Bennett,
who has made it known that he is unhappy with
his contract, would potentially hold out unless
he got a new deal. “Why wouldn’t I be at training
camp?” Bennett said. “Of course I’ll be there. I’ll
see you there
for sure.” “Any American wants to
get paid more at their job,” Bennett said. “I don’t
think there’s anybody that goes to work and says:
‘Hey, I’m happy with how much I’m getting paid,
and I love it. Don’t give me any more money.’ So
that’s how I feel too.”
TURKEY ON THE LOOSE IN THE SEATTLE
STREETS—A turkey was spotted roaming the
sidewalks of the West Seattle neighborhood last
week, with several people claiming to have seen
thebird and snapping photos. It would appear that
the bird has moved, as it was apparently spotted
in Seattle’s SoDo neighborhood on the corner of
Ohio Ave S. and East Marginal Way. Don Baxter,
of Seattle’s Animal Control, told the West Seattle
Blog that the elusive bird was also spotted around
Spokane Street and the West Seattle Bridge but
they have not yet made contact with the bird.
NEWS
SEATTLE TO SPEND $615K ON TRAFFIC
TECHNOLOGY -The Seattle Department of
Transportation and the technology firm Siemens
say they have reached an agreement that will help
Seattle improve traffic flow in the event offreeway
backups, a viaduct crash or sports related traffic.
According to Siemens, the new system will be
called Concert and should be up and running by
July. It will be installedat the traffic-controlcenter
in the Seattle Municipal Tower. The city will be
able to import external data like highway vehicle
volumes from the Washington State Department
ofTransportation and Concert will react by giving
longer green lights to city streets near highway
exits. While this isn’t the highly anticipated
“adaptive signal timing” that changes each
intersections green light patterns on a minute-by-
minute basis Concert will allow adaptive signals
down the line.
VENEZUELA IN CRISIS-Facing potential political
and economic collapse, Venezuela found itself in
a heightened state of crisis this week with further
scarcity of basic resources such as food, water,
medical access and electricity. May has been
officially named the month of hunger by many
as mobs of citizens raided local stores where
food has been marked up and estimated 500
percent. The instability has being attributed to
the decrease in oil revenue—the country’s largest
profitable good—as well as the poor international
relations under the current president Nicolas
Maduro. With the crisis escalating by the
day, foreign officials are discussing potential
conflict resolutions.
CLINTON WINS KENTUCKY, SANDERS WINS
OREGON-After a hotly contested primary,
Hillary Clinton won the Kentucky Democratic
Primary. With the win, Clinton maintains her
lead over Sanders and her status as the favorite
candidate for the democratic nomination. The
margin of Clinton’s win, however, was razor thin
and has forced further conversation concerning
her ability to unite the Democratic Party against
Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican
nominee. Sanders, however, responded by
winning the Oregon primary. This victory will
help keep Sanders’ campaign relevant moving
into the California primaries. While it is unlikely
Sanders will win the nomination, he has stated his
intention to run until the last vote is cast.
STATE AND CITY ANNOUNCE PLANS TO
MOVE HOMELESS OUT OF “THE JUNGLE”-
Late Tuesday, state and city officials voiced
that they would be moving forward on a plan
to relocate those who dwell in the homeless
encampment known as “the Jungle.” The idea is
to connect the current residents with information
and organizations to be housed elsewhere.
Meanwhile, public workers will clean the area and
new plans will be proposed for action to be made
on the land. Organizations are preparing for the
influx of residents due to the move, with groups
like Union Gospel Mission preparing over 300
beds as well as other accommodations.
The editor can be reached at
news@su-spectator.com.
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2017 BUDGET GROWS AND SHAPES OUR UNIVERSITY
Tess Riski
Staff Writer
On Monday, May 9, Seattle University
President Fr. Stephen Sundborg, S.J.
sent out a letter detailing the finalized
$211.9 million budget for the 2017
fiscal year.
The budget, which increased
3.3 percent from last year, will
fund a spectrum of new and
continuing programs.
Seattle U Chief Executive Officer
Connie Kanter says that the university
identified four major areas that need
funding for the upcoming year.
“Academic programs [are] always
going to be a priority—that’s
who we are. The other priorities
that we identified this year were
compensation, ERP implementation,
and inclusive excellence,” Kanter said.
INCREASED STUDENT FEES
With the increase in budget comes a
rise in fees. Students can expect to see
this increase in a couple ofareas.
Undergraduate tuition will increase
3.97 percent, graduate tuition will
increase from zero to 5.1 percent
depending on the program, School
of Law tuition will increase 4 percent,
residence hall fees will increase 2.5
percent, and meal plan fees will
increase 3.9 percent.
“When we set tuition rates for next
year, tuition and fees were increasing
slightly less than four percent for the
second year in a row, and I think that
that’s something that we’re particularly
sensitive to for students,” Kanter said.
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
New academic programs include:
Master ofScience in
Business Analytics
Master ofSocial Work
Programs in the School ofNew and
Continuing Studies
Acute Care Nurse Practitioner
post-graduate certificate
Revised University Honors program
An assistant director will be hired
for the International Student Center.
Kanter said that the international
student population has grown over
the last several years, but its support
services haven’t kept up with the
needs. The new staff member will
hopefully fill that gap.
Additional funding will be directed
toward Entry and Second-Year
Experience, which essentially means
first and second year undergraduate
programming. The goal of this task
force is to ensure the success of those
students. Kanter spoke of a new ‘Intro
to Seattle U’ type ofcourse that will be
offered to incoming students.
The Lemieux Library will also
receive additional funding. Some
of that funding is for the renewal of
subscriptions to academic journals
and other library resources. Other
funding will be designated toward
library renovations which will take
place in the next couple ofyears.
STUDENTSUPPORT
The increasedbudget will fundvarious
student programs including a Deputy
Title IX Coordinator, or what Kanter
describes as a Title IX Investigator.
Based on the emerging
recommendations of the Task Force
for Diversity and Inclusive Excellence,
the university will establish a chief
diversity officer, a diversity council
and new resources for faculty
and staff.
The universitywill also hire on anew
Disabilities Services Staff Member.
Anna Pickett, junior Humanities
for Leadership major, is the President
of the Coalition for Students with
Disabilities. She said that she sees the
additional staff member as a huge
victory for students with disabilities.
“One of my biggest hopes with
this new position is that we’re able to
think more proactively. Incorporating
disability into discussions around
social justice in a more centered way,
in a way that’s more intentional,”
Pickett said.
The university intends to hire a full-
time KXSU station manager.
Bella Pham is a recent Seattle U
graduate and the current Social Media
director at KXSU. The radio station
had been predominantly student-run
until February of this year. Pham said
that while she is thankful for funding
fromthe university, she’s not sure ifthe
increased management is necessary.
“We welcome money, we’ve never
had any money to give out ever.
But along with the money comes
management, and that’s something
that maybe we’re not used to it, and
that’s something that we have to get
used to,” Pham said.
REVSU
$1.6 million will be spent on the
implementation of the new enterprise
resource planning (ERP) system.
“And the ERP system is really the
operating backbone system for the
university. So all for students, all of
their financial aid and tuition and
student accounts all goes through
there, all of their registration for
classes go through it, all the transcript
information, so for students, the
student module is by far in a way the
biggest,” Kanter said.
COMPENSATION
$4 million will be allocated
towardcompensation.
MAY 18, 2016
For faculty and staff, that means a 2.5
percent increased wage pool. Faculty
and staffwill get a wage depending on
two factors
“It’s based on a combination of
merit and current pay,” Kanter said.
Depending on those, Kanter said
that most faculty and staff can expect
a paybump.
To keep up with the increasing
minimum wage, $800,000 will be
allocated toward student workers,
both work-study and non-work-study.
FINANCIAL AID
Finally, with all of the changes, the
new budget includes $82.7 million in
financial aid, $8.7 million in additional
support for non-law students and
$250,000 for law students.
Tess maybe reached at
triski@su-spectator.com
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BREAK FREE: STUDENT PROTESTERS IN ANACORTES
Nick Turner
Senior Staff Writer
FRIDAY, MAY 13
We rushed onto the train tracks
under the light of the evening sun,
the wind blowing our hair sideways
as we skipped from one crossbeam to
the next. After a few steps I stopped
to look up from the ground. Cars
roared by on the highway to my right,
and to the left—beyond the dusty
stretch of farmland before me—I
could see oil refineries. I stood and
gazed at the thick clouds floating
out and away from the smoke stacks.
Images of trains came to mind, one
hauling containers full of petroleum
and making its way to the refinery,
where its cargo would be loaded onto
trucks and shipped to gas stations and
factories across the state. I pictured
the habitat loss, the destruction of
wildlife and the pollution of the earth;
all of it, just so that we could drive to
work or enjoy fresh produce from a
plastic bag. People want luxury and
comfort, but those things come at the
expense of others, not just ofplant and
animal life, but of the entire human
race. That’s why we’re here, I thought.
Somebody shouted my name and I
snapped out of my daydream. I ran to
catch up.
Last Friday, a handful of Seattle
University students drove to
Anacortes, a town more than 60 miles
north of the campus, to take part in a
direct action protest organized by an
environmental activist group called
Break Free PNW. They let me come
along as a reporter to document their
experiences and my own. It was noon
when we reached Finney Farms, the
one-hundred-plus acre home of an
anarchist collective. The owners gave
us permission to use the farm as a
staging ground before we deployed
further north in Anacortes.
The plan was to spend the weekend
onthe trackstoblockoil trains. In total,
just under a hundred people joined
the occupation, including our group.
Within minutes of deployment, tents -
were raised and makeshift structures
erected to display banners, signs,
6 NEWS
Seattle U students connect to eachother with tactical lockboxes on the train tracks. NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
and other artwork that spoke against
the fossil fuel industry. It didn’t take
long for police to show up, probably
because we were in plain sight of
the highway. A long line of patrol
cars parked along the road. Police
officers got out and leaned against
them, chuckling and chatting as they
watched us. It seemed like they were
going to rush in at any moment. But
that didn’t happen, and the day ended
with no trouble to speak of.
Of the 25 Seattle U students who
came, 20 camped on the train tracks,
myself included. The remaining five
stayed behind and drove people and
gear back and forth to our base site
a few miles away. Within the group
staying on the tracks, seven were
willing to risk arrest, each of whom
wore awhite jumpsuit with a green “X”
taped onto their chest and back. Once
we made it to our designated spot on
the tracks, those “arrestable” seven
sat in a circle and hooked themselves
to each other using rope, carabiners,
and a tube layered with duct tape,
plastic, and chicken wire—otherwise
known as a “tactical lockbox”—which
would delay police officers trying to
detain them.
“There were a lot of nerves,” said
freshman Kiran Oommen, one
of the arrestable seven. Oommen
joined Sustainable Student Action
roughly three months ago. He and a
few members of that group created
a smaller one called the Non-violent
Direct Action Team, or NVDA, for
the purpose of seeking and out and
taking part in events like this one
in Anacortes.
“Ifit happens, it happens. I couldn’t
care less,” Oommen spoke about the
consequences of being arrested. “It’s
such a large show of solidarity. I don’t
think laws have anything to do with
what’s right or wrong.”
SATURDAY, MAY 14
The second day was uneventful. We
spent most of it eating, sleeping, and
getting to know each other. Every
few hours, organizers brought us
together for a short meeting. During
one of them, the occupiers drafted
a list of demands, some of which I
thought were lofty and idealistic, but
still strictly necessary if we wanted a
sustainable future. The list called for,
among other things, investment in
renewable energy, the return of land
to indigenous peoples, the creation
of an electric public transit system,
heavier taxation on imports, bigger
subsidies on exports and funding an
education that emphasizes awareness
ofclimate change and teaches children
to understand and appreciate the
natural world.
Throughout the day, people sang
and ate food and relaxed, but this
lighthearted candor was permeated
byresignation. We all knew the police
were going to take action, we just
didn’t know when.
“It’s not going to last forever. We will
remove [the activists] and continue
our business as usual,” said Gus
Melonas, spokesperson for BNSF, the
railroad company that owns the tracks
we were staying on. “They’re entitled
to voice their opinions but we ask that
they keep if off our property.”
Melonas’words spoke to the greatest
fear of environmentalists everywhere.
In this case, aragged groupofless than
a hundred campers was up against a
railroad company, presumably worth
millions of dollars and well supported
by the federal government. To me it
felt like a fight that couldn’t be won,
but I knew that the people around me
had no intention of backing down.
With this in mind, I caught up with
Maralena Murphy, an organizer
with Break Free, to ask her why she
was here.
“This is what I do with my life,”
NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
Left: Seattle U students sit and watch as protesters raise a banner across the railroad tracks. Right: Seattle u students waited with their
arms locked together, waitingfor state troopers to make the next move.
Murphy said.
She explained to me the importance
of timescale. Movements like this
probably don’t have the capacity
to make immediate and significant
change, she said, biting her lips and
gazing at the refinery, but they can
spread awareness of the issue and
hopefully nudge the shift of power in
favor of the people.
“Short term survival means long
term harm,” Murphy said. “This is a
generational fight and it’s not just for
humans, it’s for all life.” •
Hannah Stocking, a 23-year-old
from Seattle, had chained herself to
her brother through ahole carved into
the bottom of a modified van parked
on the tracks. Her mother came to
support them both, and brought along
their two dogs Roswell and Edith, who
she called “concernedcanine citizens.”
“We’re going to hold this spot for
as long as we can,” Stocking said. She
sounded afraid.
SUNDAY, MAY 15
The next morning I woke to the
sounds of boots and police radios.
By the time I got to my feet, police
officers had completely surrounded
us. They were clad in protective gear,
wielding batons and guns that most
likely shot rubber bullets. Some of
them wore masks. They ordered us to
put our hands up and stay still. None
of us dared to move with guns in our
faces. I tried to meet eyes with the
others through the hoard of officers.
We knew there was nothing we could
do. It was 5:30 a.m. and the sun was
just starting to bleed over the horizon.
Our occupation was over.
As planned, seven of us were
arrested. They sang together as the
officers used an electric saw to slice
through the lockboxes. The rest of
us packed up and moved across the
highway after the first dispersal order.
We reconvened at a nearby campsite
to figure out what to do next. We
received notice that the seven were
being taken to Skagit County Jail in
Mount Vernon to be processed so
we went there and met them upon
their release.
“That was surreal,” Oommen said
on our way back to the van, speaking
of the momenthe was detained on the
train tracks. “I couldn’t process it all.”
We ate at a pizza restaurant before
getting into the vans and heading back
to school. Most of us fell asleep on the
ride back. For me, it was the end of a
long weekend full of new experiences.
It was my first close encounter
with law enforcement and my first
assignment as a reporter in the field.
For the students who got arrested,
however, things are different. Each of
them faces criminal trespass charges
and must attend a court hearing on
June 2 in Skagit County.
“I’m glad I did it,” said Kelly Besmer,
a third-year cultural anthropology
major who was arrested. “When we
need to create change, we can’t take the
easy route. Any thoughts of backing
out, which were few, I couldn’t do
them. We weren’t there to create chaos
or make a mess, we were there to make
a point and do it beautifully. We got
through it together.”
When we got back, a few people in
the group made plans to check in on
the MRC Student Coalition, members
of which are staging an occupation
to speak out against the college and
demand the resignation of its dean
and a subsequent reform of the
curriculum. I gathered my things and
headed back to my room to shower,
eat and rest for a bit before starting
my homework. A few hours later, I
was told over the phone that the MRC
Student Coalition didn’t want them to
come by.
The gears in my head ground
to a halt.
The Coalitionbelieved thatmembers
of the NVDA team abused their
privilege by going to Anacortes with
the express intent of getting arrested,
knowing that the consequences would
be small. Several members ofthe team
felt theyhad madea fool ofthemselves.
Immediately, questions came
to mind.
Environmental activism is about
protecting the earth, fighting fossil
fuels, and spreading awareness of
climate change. What does it have
to do with privilege? Furthermore, if
those with privilege shouldn’t protest,
who’s going to protest at all? Isn’t the
ability to protest a privilege in and of
itself? How are the members of the
Coalition any different? Are so-called
privileged people not allowed to
protest anything? What ifthey want to
help people who don’t have privilege?
How is that a bad thing?
NVDA team members came
back from Anacortes thinking—-
or knowing, rather—that they did
something right, and that they
fought for a good cause. They tried
and successfully stopped, even
momentarily, a refinery from getting
Hay 18. 2016
more oil and therefore making a
statement on our consumption of
fossil fuels. Maybe their privilege
allowed them to risk getting arrested,
but they sacrificed it, at least a part
of it, to contribute to the movement.
They used it in place of those who
couldn’t. Now those seven students
face criminal charges that involve fines
and possible jail time. The outcome
will remain on their criminal record.
On the other hand, the Coalition
is steeped in a fierce standoff with
the Matteo Ricci College, which they
believe is perpetuating a culture of
racism, sexism, and other forms
of marginalization and systematic
oppression. For the NVDA members
to go to a protest and exercise their
privilege by getting arrested in the
name of protest, then, would seem to
contradict that sentiment.
Thankfully, it seems the tension has
passed. Coalition members and the
NVDA team have had a chance to sit
down and discuss the complicated
intersection between privilege and
civil disobedience.
Sometimes the messenger
matters more than the message.
With everything happening in our
community, both on and off campus,
the importance of hearing each and
every relevant voice is more evident
now than ever before.
Nick may be reached at
nturner@su-spectator.com
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COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT METAMORPHOSIS
Carlos Cervantes
Volunteer Writer
With the academic year approaching
completion, the minds of many
students will be focused on finals as
the very last hurdle before a hard-
earned summer break. What many
do not realize is that our faculty are
equally hard at work with their own
preparations, making curricular
changes to better represent their
department’s mission statement and
the needs oftheir students.
The program with perhaps the most
visible changes is the Communication
Department, which aims to
consolidate Communication Studies,
Strategic Communication and
Journalism into a single degree. This
process, scheduled to take effect in fall
2017, will have prospective students
apply under the new Communication
majorand select a concentration based
on their field of interest, with potential
for more concentrations in the future.
Communication Professor Caitlin
Ring Carlson explains these changes
are intendedto make foundation level
courses more available and easy to get
into, while keeping more specialized
courses for each concentration largely
the same. Carlson also emphasized
interaction and collaborationbetween
the different Communication
disciplines as a major influence in
designing the major.
“An analogy people have been using
is that were kind ofan archipelago and
there’s always been water between us,”
Carlson said, referring to the different
Communication majors. “The new
major hopefully lowers the water.”
In addition to developing
community among Communication
majors, these changes are intended
to showcase both the liberal arts
and business components of the
major more effectively. According to
Carlson, they will highlight not only
the applications of classroom material
but also its societal importance.
“I think it’s the best ofboth worlds.”
Carlson said “In a lot ofways, they’re
two sides to the same coin.”
Changes are also in the works for
8 NEWS
the Interdisciplinary Liberal Studies
program, which had until recently
been known only Liberal Studies.
More than just a change in name,
Program Director professor Sven
Arvidson describes the change in
identity to match their long-standing
approach, facing issues with the
combined insights ofmultiple fields.
“Interdisciplinary scholarship is
when the researcher approaches
a complex problem that a single
discipline alone can’t advance an
understanding of,” Arvidson said.
“It produces a more integrated
product, something that is more a
comprehensive understanding than
one discipline could have produced.”
Interdisciplinary Liberal Studies
is also in the process of adding a
new specialization for their major,
focused on K-8 education and
granting students the certification to
teach as soon as they are done with
their undergraduate studies. The
Elementary Education specialization
will also grant students the English
Language Learner (ELL) endorsement,
allowing them to teach English as a
second language within the state of
Washington. This specialization is also
unique in thataportion ofitsclasses are
taught by Seattle University’s College
of Education, not only a collaboration
between two different programs, but
also one ofthe few times in the history
of the university that the college has
taught to undergraduates.
“It should draw in students who
can’t afford to go to graduate school,
who don’t come from that kind of
privilege. It should also help us retain
students who want to be teachers but
leave when they can’t afford to go to
graduate school or don’t have the
time,” Arvidson said, referring to the
advantages ofthe four-year program.
Also among the departments
making transitions is the Institute
of Public Service, specifically
pertaining to the Masters of Public
Administration. Its certificate
program, mostly intended for people
looking to work in government or
the nonprofit sector, will consist of
hybrid courses combining online
NICK TURNER • THE SPECTATOR
Caitlin Carlson, assistantprofessor in the Communication and Journalism
department, standing infront ofher office in Building 1103.
and classroom instruction in order out over three quarters, begin with a
to include students with longer study ofhomeless literature, and over
commutes. Accompanying the time come to incorporate visits from
approval of the certificate program local legislators and culminate in
was a series of curriculum changes, student projects pertaining the subject
which aim to make students within of homelessness.
the program more active and socially-
aware members oftheir community.
“[The curriculum] is more focused
than it has been in the past on social
justice and service learning,” said
Professor Larry Hubbel, director for
the Institute of Public Service.
The main change meant to reflect
this new emphasis is the addition of
new course requirements, with notable
courses on ethics and human resource
management. Among these new
offerings, Hubbel drew attention to his
series of connected courses regarding
homelessness. These courses, spread
“We’re also doing something that
students want, where they get to
apply their knowledge not only in the
homelessness class, but in the future in
our capstone class in a way that serves
the community,” Hubbel said.
Though these changes look and
feel very different for each individual
department, as a whole they embody
the goal of strengthening community
both on and beyond our campus.
The editor may be reached at
news@su-spectator.com
MRC STUDENT COALITION SEEKS "RADICAL CHANGE"
Onlookerspack into Casey Building to listen to members of the MRC Student Coalition conduct a teach-in.
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Jenna Ramsey
News Editor
Jason Bono
News & Managing Editor
Additional reporting by:
Melissa Lin
Editor in Chief
NickTurner
Senior Staff Writer/Photographer
At a press conference on Tuesday
afternoon, their seventh day of
occupation, the Matteo Ricci
College (MRC) Student Coalition
restated the urgent demands
detailed in their petition, “MRC
Student Coalition Demands.” At
the time the Spectator went to
press, the petition had reached
FEATURES
more than 1,100 signatures
At the conference, students lined
the stairways, sat cross-legged
and leaned over the balconies in
the Casey atrium as they listened
intently to the people seated in
front. At the head of the room,
several members of the coalition
dressed in all black sat in a row with
their backs to a massive banner
that read “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH
#DEARDEANKELLY.”
“Before college, the impression
is that you have to take college as
is. You bought it ‘as is,’ even though
they talk about progress,” freshman
pre-major student Vic Vong, a core
member of the coalition, said to the
crowd. “But you need to question
your idea of what you think
is possible.”
The current iteration of
the coalition began formally
organizing earlier this year, but the
issues raised in their petition are
longstanding—based on existing
student concerns spanning and
extending beyond the years that
Kelly has been the MRC Dean.
“There is no way that [Kelly] will
affect radical change in this college,”
said Jasmine Schwartz, a 2015
graduate of Matteo Ricci College
and a core member ofthe coalition.
“She doesn’t know that she stands
to benefit from the liberation of all
of us.”
The changes that the coalition
wishes to see in the Matteo Ricci
College include a curriculum that
is non Eurocentric, is taught by a
more diverse staff and encourages
dialogue about ethical questions
regarding racism, sexism and
global white supremacy, among
other topics. Students in the
movement also say they have
experienced racism within Matteo
Ricci College—specifically at the
hands of Kelly—and that their
attempts to discuss these instances
with administration have been
largely unsuccessful.
“The more we [the coalition]
started talking about our
experiences, the more we realized
were not alone,” said core coalition
member Robert Gavino, a fifth-year
humanities for leadership major.
“There is something happening
in the system and the culture
and in the climate that is causing
these things.”
The coalitions sit-in began
Wednesday, May 11, followed by a
march around campus the next day
during which the student protesters
chanted “A racist institution cannot
be our solution!” and “We need an
9
education that leads to liberation!”
The following day, administrators
began to address the group.
Kelly responded to the coalitions
sit-in in an email sent to members
of Matteo Ricci on Thursday,
May 12.
“I regret deeply that any student
feels pain as a result of their
experience at SU and particularly
within the Matteo Ricci College,”
Kelly said in her email. “I cannot
speak or account for those who
went before me, but as the person
who now occupies the position
of dean in Matteo Ricci College, I
give you my word that voices will
be heard and solutions will be
discovered—together.”
The MRC Student Coalition
said in their press conference on
the May 17 that Kelly has not
communicated with the coalition
since her email on May 12—and
that email was not sent directly
to them.
Seattle U President Fr. Stephen
Sundborg, S.J. attended an event
organized by the coalition on
Thursday, May 12, and joined
members of the group again, along
with other university leaders,
in a meeting the next morning.
In an email sent to the Seattle
U community on Saturday, Fr.
Sundborg expressed his “strong
desire” to work with the coalition
- r- May 07
An external program review is required for every college in Seattle University
every seven years. The Matteo Ricci College, which is a 41 -year-old institution, Dean Kelly wrote, “The Single Greatest Challenge
has never conducted an external program review. The last review of Matteo Ricci t°
Our Community,” in the Spectator against
College was conducted in 1991, and was done internally. adjunct faculty unionization.
The first graduating cohort of the Bachelor of
Agroup of 13 Matteo Ricci College students sent a letter to then-Dean Arthur Arts in Humanities forLeadership (BAHL)
Fisher to request: a full review and revision of the Humanities Core, required 8ave speeches for their capstone. Students
annual diversity and cultural awareness workshops for administrators, faculty, spoke about harm and frustration they have
staff and students, and the formation of a collaborative advisory board made up of experienced
in this major, according to the
both traditional and non-traditional MRC students.
Coalition ' The students felt that Kell y did not
respond to these concerns adequately.
_ March 07 Spring of 2015
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toward solutions to their concerns,
but did not mention the demand
for Kelly’s resignation.
“I cannot pretend to know how
deep their pain goes, the amount of
harm it has caused or the extent of
our own shortcomings as educators
and administrators,” Sundborg said
in the email. “What I do know is that
these are serious issues and the way
to address them is to work together
in a spirit of empathy, solidarity,
openness and cooperation.”
His email statement promised
the formation of a committee
comprised of Matteo Ricci faculty,
students, coalition members,
alumni and an external consultant
to conduct a review of the colleges
curriculum. Ihe creation of this
committee, as well as the inclusion
of an outside consultant, are listed
in the demands of the MRC Student
Coalitions petition.
While the coalition has said they
are happy to work with Sundborg
to take these steps, they do not
believe any real progress can be
made as long as Kelly holds her
position, and they refuse to end the
sit-in until she has resigned.
“We are so ready to sit at the
table and get the work going,” said
senior humanities for leadership
and sociology double major Feeza
Mohammed, core member of the
coalition. “But how could you
honestly do that work, truly believe
in that work, when you’re willing to
uphold a racist Dean?”
In an email sent to the Seattle U
community just before the press
conference on Tuesday, Sundborg
asked the coalition not to refer
to Kelly as a “racist dean,” saying
this language “runs counter to our
values of respect and dialogue and
to the Code of Student Conduct.”
At the conference, the core
coalition members said that calling
Kelly racist is not slander, but a
statement of fact.
Some Matteo Ricci students
take issue with asking Kelly
to resign, saying this will not
solve the lack of diversity in the
colleges curriculum.
“She [Kelly] wants to listen
to everyone’s concerns,” said
freshmanhumanities forleadership
major Calvin Serrao. “If you’re
trying to make change, work with
them [the college] rather than
against them.”
Serrao said he has developed a
positive relationship with Kelly
and believes she can help improve
the college’s atmosphere. Moreover,
he explained that although his
experiences don’t discredit those of
his peers, his time with the college
has been positive.
“I’ve had so many great
conversations with my professors,
and like I said, this is the
best education I’ve ever had,”
Serrao said.
In regards to the demands
outlined by the coalition, he agrees
that there should be a change
in curriculum. However, Serrao
believes that the process of hiring
a new dean, and more diverse
professors would be a difficult and
long process.
Other students have critiqued
the inclusion of white students in
the coalition as well as the usage
of white caucuses, which separate
white folks and people of color
in certain but not all organizing
meetings. Mohammed explained
that while the movement is lead by
“womxn of color,” white voices are
important.
“It is white folks’ responsibility
to teach each other” Mohammed
said. “[White members of the
movement] have really centered
people of color, and women of
color and me in our organizing and
white caucus has always been a way
in which they can radicalize and
interact with other white folks that
don’t know what’s going on.”
As of Wednesday night, the MRC
Coalition has occupied the Matteo
Ricci College office as well as the
first several floors of Casey Hall for
seven days.
The organization of the coalition
began “organically” earlier this
year, according to Gavino, when
students who have already been
sharing their negative experiences
within the college with each
other decided to take action. As
conversations began to include
alumni of the college who shared
similar concerns about Kelly and
the school’s curriculum, it became
clear that current students were
not the first to feel let down by
their education.
Schwartz, a member of the first
graduating cohort of humanities
for leadership students in 2015,
emphasized the importance
of alumni voices in the
coalitions movement.
“We have been wronged,”
Schwartz said. “We will be paying
for the rest of our lives for this
education that did us a disservice.”
She elaborated on her
experiences as an undergraduate
student in the college—experiences
she characterized as “shaming.”
Experiences such as being mistaken
for another woman of color in
her class, having a professor tell
her to be aware of “her space in
a room,” and what she saw as a
lack of sympathy and effective
communicationof these issues with
faculty—specifically Dean Kelly.
“I was told that I was lazy, that
I wasn’t supposed to be here, that
— Fall of 2015 r“ January 28
Feeza Mohammed, a core Coalition member, gave a presentation about her
Prompted by their concerns about Sullivan Leaders’
work creating healing spaces for Womxn of Color. Mohammed responded to
five students met wlth Associate Provost Charles
Kelly’s questions about why these spaces are necessary by speaking to, “the
Lawrence and Director for the Office of Multicultural
trauma and damage that the college has inflicted,” on her.
Affairs Czarina Ramsay t0 exPress other concerns they
had about content and climate in classroom.
Several faculty in Matteo Ricci College compiled
Dean Kelly spoke to hundreds ofprospective students at Sullivan Leaders’ an extensive list of specific microagressions and
Day about Jesuit education. Mohammed, as well as other core members, other examples of sexually and racially charged
Gabby Goeglein and Mara Silvers, asked howKelly fulfilled the principles comments that students have encountered. The
ofcura personalis in regards to students with marginalized identities in the faculty presented that list to Dean Kelly and
MRC. The students felt that Kelly’s answer attacked Mohammed, and did Provost Crawford. The faculty felt threatened by
not answer their question adequately. administration’s response and that they minimized
their concerns.
■ January 16 L Late FebruaryPHOTO COURTESY OF THE MRC STUDENT COALITION
there must be something wrong at
home, that I was weak and unstable
and that all occurred at different
points when I was trying to tell
people what was happening to me,”
Schwartz said.
As an alumna, Schwartz sees
her role as seeking the educational
space she and her peers could have
had—the space she believes they
deserved. Alumni, in her opinion,
have not only a valid but a crucial
role to play in communicating this
dissatisfaction with their education.
Even before Kellys assumption
of her role as Dean, Matteo Ricci
students expressed dissatisfaction
with the degree programs within
the college.
In March 2008, a group of 13
Matteo Ricci students addressed
a petition to former Dean of
the college, Arthur Fisher, who
resigned sometime after. Their
letter included many of the same
concerns raised in this year’s
petition, such as feelings of
discomfort within Matteo Ricci
Colleges classrooms and a lack of
cultural competency in the colleges
curriculum.
Aldo Resendiz, one of the
students who signed the letter to
Fisher, also encountered issues with
Kelly during several interactions
with her in 2010. That year, he filed
a complaint with the Matteo Ricci
College about his offense with
remarks that one of his professors
made during class regarding race
and sexual orientation. After
struggling to make a change to
his schedule that would allow him
to take a class with a different
professor, Resendiz met with Kelly
to try to resolve the issue.
Resendiz shared his experiences
with the current coalition and
expressed the frustrations he had
with Kelly and Matteo Ricci College
when he was still a studentat Seattle
U. In email correspondence, he
called his experience “an example
of the abuse that for years took
place behind closed doors in that
office [Kellys office].”
According to Resendiz, during
the meeting Kelly told him that he
should reassess his reaction to the
comments his professor made in
class because they were made Tor
humorous purposes. He explained
that at one point in the meeting,
Resendiz mentioned an earlier
incident in which Kelly confused
him with another Mexican
American student because of their
similar hispanic, working class,
family backgrounds, which Kelly
did not admit to.
Resendiz described the meeting
as the event that made him “lose
all faith in the university, its
administrators, staff and ‘due
MAY 18, 2016
process’” Resendiz just graduated
from Columbia University with
an M.A. in Applied Linguistics.
He said his success as a graduate
student was in spite of—not a result
of—his experiences in the Matteo
Ricci College.
The long history of Matteo Ricci
students making requests for
changes within the college without
receiving what they believe is an
adequate response is a major reason
the coalition is making demands
now, rather than requests. For many
students involved in the movement,
these demands line up directly
with the reasons why they chose to
attend Seattle U.
“Seattle University has one of
the most progressive mission
statements of most universities...
and right now our curriculum, our
teachers, our professors, our deans,
are not equipped to empower
leaders for a just and humane
world,” said senior political
science and Spanish double major
Olivia Smith.
As one of the students involved in
the sit-in, she believes that Seattle
U has yet to deal with its own
internalized problems. Gesturing
to her surroundings in the Casey
Atrium, the primarymeeting space
for the sit-in, Smith pointed out
that the books spread out on the
tables—which include “I Know
11
“Caramelo”—could be the start to
changing a curriculum she believes
is unfit for a “broken world.”
“This is what the school is trying
to do,” said senior biology major
Stephenie Simmons. “Seattle
University wants to focus on
diversity. This is what diversity
looks like, right? I think it’s hard
for them to view this as what the
university looks like.”
The coalition is quick to dispel
the assumption that their sit-in
is an act of hostility. Instead, they
view the space they have created in
the Casey Building as a place for
healing, centering on “womxn of
color,” “non-gender binary folx,”
“differently abled people,” “queer
folx” and other marginalized
identities. They characterize the
movement with words like “love”
and “respect.”
Smith explained that for her,
while many spaces on campus
are meant to be meditative and
introspective, there is a lack of
connection between those spaces
and her identity as a woman of
color. In contrast, the space the
coalition has created is what
her house looks like—complete
with color, fights, books, flowers
and pictures of people who look
like her.
12 FEATURES
“There’s always been stereotypes
of people of color being angry
and black, and I think when you
come into this space you don’t get
that vibe at all. That stereotype is
dismantled immediately...it’s not
an angry space, it’s a healing space
for all folks,” Simmons said.
Both Simmons and Smith are
participants in the movement, in
solidarity with the coalition, yet
are not a part of the Matteo Ricci
College. They explained that their
involvement is not just about
supporting the voices of their peers
in the MatteoRicci College, butalso
addressing a campus-wide issue.
“It’s been about holding my
school accountable for what they
said they were going to provide for
us,” Smith said. “Living into my
identity and being in solidaritywith
other folks who have felt extremely
marginalized on campus.”
A large number of the students
participating in the sit-in or
showing their support online are
not from the Matteo Ricci College
itself. Current humanities for
leadership major and member of
the college Joseph Delos Reyes
believes these students should not
be speaking on his behalf.
“How dare you try to represent
myvoice?”Delos Reyes said. “That’s
my voice that should be heard...
they don’t know what it’s like to be
in the college.”
Delos Reyes said he feels that
the coalition not only represents a
small portion of the actual students
of the college, but that it seeks an
impossibly fast change to a much
larger systemic issue. He explained
that he has felt marginalized
by the Coalition as a queer
person of color who is against
the movement.
“They’ve said I’m not Filipino
enough, I’m white-washed, that my
definition of racism is incorrect,”
Delos Reyes said.
For him, change should be about
creating aconversationandtackling
the issue head on. Through alleged
personal attacks and what he sees
as internal hypocrisies, Delos Reyes
views the MRC Student Coalition
as doing harm to real progress.
Gavino said the movement is
meant to support all members of
the Seattle U community. They
believe the concerns raised by
members of the sit-in don’t just
affect the students of Matteo
Ricci College, but the campus as a
whole. Through conversations with
students that have come in and
out of the space, they have learned
about different experiences across
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the campus.
“The fact that we are seeing
these patterns not only here but
everywhere indicates that yes,
this is the Matteo Ricci College’s
problem, but it also implicates the
community at large,” Gavino said.
Gavino elaborated that there
have been graduate students,
other undergraduate students
and non-traditional students
that have expressed desire for
the same general changes as the
coalition itself.
Some students believe that
although the movement itself may
be justified in its critiques, the
composition and drive of the sit-
in damages its purpose. Freshman
humanities for leadership and
communications double major
Isaiah Powell said the movement
is not representative of the
college itself.
“There are so many people [in
the coalition] that are outside
of Matteo Ricci College. They’re
trying to get change, and that’s all
good and well, but the focus should
be on people who are in the college
taking classes...students, former
students, staff?’ Powell said.
He reiterated Delos Reyes’ point
that the sort of radical change
detailed in the coalition’s demands
*- April 14
Matteo Ricci College students
and others marched in the Fast
for Justice with adjunct faculty
to support unionization.
April 26
Dean Kelly arranged a listening session with six students from the Matteo
Ricci College in the Humanities for Leadership major. There were no
listening sessions scheduled for Humanities for Teaching students prior to
that. About 25 students from various cohorts showed up in response. The
MRC Student Coalition presented a list of demands nearly identical to the
current petition and requested that Kelly respond to these demands with a
plan for implementation by May 2. No response was given by that time.
tm Wednesday, May 11
The coalition published the “MRC Student
Coalition Demands,” petition several hours before
their sit-in. The coalition and their allies began
occupying the MRC office (Casey 100) around
noon, setting up an altar complete with flowers,
artwork and literature from the protesters’ personal
libraries. Dean Jodi Kelly left her office and the
office space several minutes later.
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The Coalition published
a letter in the Spectator in
response to Dean Kelly’s
2014 letter
■ April 20
Coalition members met with Provost
Isiaah Crawford, Czarina Ramsay and
Associate Provost Lawrence to discuss
their demands and also demand the
immediate resignation of Dean Kelly.
The Coalition learned during this
meeting that the program review planned
forthis year was postponed until Fall
2016.
May 6
Kelly sent an email to members of the
MRC detailing two initiatives—related to
curriculum and culture—in response to the
Coalition’s demands. Around noon, The
MRC coalition marched around campus
before heading back into Casey for a teach-
in explaining the history ofthe Coalition.
Sundborg addressed the MRC coalition and
said that their work“sets up an opposition.”
■ Thursday, May 12
couldn’t just happen overnight.
According to Powell, an increased
focus on diversity and inclusiveness
would benefit the students of
the college as well as the greater
community, yet he believes that the
demands go too far.
“I think asking the dean to resign
is huge...I think it’s asking a lot,”
said Powell. “I don’t have a lot of
personal interactions with her, but
I think just getting rid of her isn’t
going to solve everything.”
During this time, the group has
received varied responses from the
Seattle U community as well as the
broader Seattle community.
Allies such as Draze, a local rap
artist from the central district,
supportive faculty from Seattle
U, former captain of the Seattle
chapter of the Black Panthers
Party Aaron Dixon, Seattle Pacific
University students and City
Council Member Kshama Sawant
have made appearances in the
space to show their solidarity.
Community members and student
allies of the movement who are
not participating in the sit-in have
donated food and supplies.
“Faculty who have our backs...
love being in that space and love
showing us support...and have
— Friday, May 13 p Sunday, May
15 P- Monday, May 16
Several members of Administration had a
Father Josef Venker said in his homily during 8 p.m.
meeting with several Coalition core members mass that, “The idea that [MRC Student Coalition] might The MRC Student Coalition sent an
in Casey 100. Associate Provost for be getting a little energy around something is a very good open letter in response to Sundborg
Academic Achievement, Charles Lawrence, thing. And it could be—I don’t know—it could be the to all undergraduate students and
said, “Ifsome faculty within MRC have had work of the Holy Spirit..It’s starting in the Matteo Ricci several other departments,
that [academic] freedom, I don’t think we College—the kingdom of God.”
would be here today.”
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Sundborg sent out a public statement about the sit-in. In the evening, three Sundborg sent
another campus-wide
people yelled racial slurs outside the Casey building directed at the protest- letter,
that said the Coalition’s words,
ers. The comments were related to undocumented students and deportation. A “our racist dean, run counter to
the
report was made to Public Safety and the Seattle Police Department
Code of Student Conduct. At a press
conference, the Coalition said calling
Dean Kelly racist is a statement of fact
not slander.
■■ Saturday, May 14 ■■ Tuesday, May 17
expressed to us behind closed
doors how courageous we are
and how much they’ve been
needing this because now they
can move forward on things,”
Mohammed said.
People from other parts of the
community have responded more
negatively to the movement. On
Friday, May 13, two phone calls
were made to the MRC office
phone in response to the sit-in.
The calls, which were directed
at the students occupying the
space, used racial slurs and blatant
hate speech.
“That space is paid for by
predominantly white tax payers.
We are going to demand that every
single foreign student here on a
student visa, racially harassing
white students... you don’t like this
predominantly white country?
Then we’re going to make sure
that your foreign student visas will
be revoked and you can go back
to your racist, Asian-only China,
Asian-only India, racist, Hispanic-
only Mexico,” the caller said.
Later that day Sundborg sent an
email statement to the Seattle U
community addressing the incident
and condemning any kind of
hate speech.
“There simply is no excuse or
place for such behavior,” Sundborg
said in the statement. “While I have
been assured none of the incidents
involved threats to specific
members of this student group, we
take each incident seriously...”
OnSaturday,Mayl4apolicereport
was filed with the Seattle Police
department after several men—a
group of allegedly intoxicated
young white males—were seen
outside of the Casey Building
pushing over the MRC Coalition’s
signs and yelling racist slurs at
the building.
“The white supremacy is starting
to show,” Simmons said.
Speaking to these negative
responses to the sit-in, interim
director of Public Safety Craig
Birklid explained that though
these incidents are few, they have a
massive impact on the community.
“[These kinds of statements] are
hurtful to the people that intake
those calls, they’re hurtful to the
general community, because really
it’s an attack on the community
when people do that,” said Birklid.
“We take that seriously.”
Birklid elaborated that Public
Safety holds the safety of the
community as paramount. In
May 18. 2016
regards to interactions with the
MRC Coalition, he explained that
while there is a duty to protect
the property, human lives are of a
greater concern.
Despite these incidents involving
hate speech, the MRC Coalition
remains,, steadfast in their goals.
Schwartz is confident that the
movement will lead to change.
“A lot of us are really exhausted,
and that’s indicative of all of us
putting in 100 percent of ourselves
into what we’re doing,” Schwartz
said. “I think that with that much
passion and that much capability to
learn and growwith each other, and
for each other, and through each
other, that just shows how loving
the space is and how we’re going
to win.”
The coalition has been asked to
testify at the Academic Assembly
on Monday, May 23 though they
said they are waiting for a formal
invitation this Friday, May 27.
Theeditor may be reached at
editor@su-spectator.com
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The SLICK fashion showfeatured localbrands and student-designed outfits and pieces.
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“WOMEN ON THE BRINK” EXHIBIT EXPLORES BORDERS AND BOUNDARIES
Tess Owen
Staff Writer
It is not often that an entire art show
centers on women pushing the
boundaries of art and media. The
opening night of “Women on the
Brink” at the Vermillion Art Gallery
and Bar succeeded in exploring
the edges of tradition, culture
and womanhood.
The night coincided with the
Capitol Hill Art Walk, which occurs
on the second Thursday of every
month. Dozens of people filled the
small gallery space with drinks
in hand, ready to enjoy artwork
that female artists exploring the
show’s theme—edges, borders and
boundaries—created.
The gallery is complete with artwork
that encompasses many traditions and
is rooted in an array of cultures. To
the left wall, there are wax paintings
that emulate tiles from the Taj Mahal.
Along the right wall, there are elk skin
drums, glass sugar skulls and a film
exploring home and belonging. The
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Left: ArtistKeshet Cohen's glass sculpture which represents the celebration of the Day of the Dead. Right: ArtistKeshet Cohen holding her glass sculpture.
women that created these pieces are
connected to the cultures represented
in their work by their minds, hearts
and blood.
Keshet Cohen has been making
ceramic and glass sugar skulls inspired
by the Day of the Dead celebration
for seven years as a way to delve into
death at the conceptual level.
“Death is definitely a border and I
think exploring death is an edgy thing,
a lot of people aren’t comfortable with
death and I really want people to start
to see death as a part of life and a part
of my journey,” Cohen said.
The beautiful skulls are made with
tile, glass and porcelain, and show
a range of rich colors and they are
displayed on a white fireplace filled
with flowers and Mexican pastries.
Among the glass skulls sits a vase with
white folds of paper inside. A pen and
small white papers sit next to the vase,
with a message written on the wall
allowing the viewer to write the name
of a woman they want to celebrate
with prayers.
Cohen embraced the theme of
edges by exploring the boundaries of
death and including a tribute to her
ancestors amd all women in general in
her space.
Above Cohen’s art hangs M.J.
Morris’ elk skin drums. Her artwork
is rooted in her culture as a Tlingit
Native American from Sitka, Alaska.
Traditional formline designs are
painted on the drums that make
up her space. According to Morris,
the designs represent the Tlingit
bloodline and embody the symbols of
native families. She has made drums
for over 30 years. When she joined a
dance group that needed a
drummer
she began designing drums as well.
Morris’ art focuses on her ancestry,
but it is also something she is
developing on a personal level. After
the end of a 28-year relationship,
Morris is finally pushing her artwork
to the front of her life. This is the
first time her art is being shown in
a gallery.
“It’s a brink of me being able to go
ahead and take pride of my own art,”
Morris said.
MAY 18, 2016
The exhibit continues with art
from Laura James, Eliaichi Kimaro,
Melissa Ponder, Asia Tail and Melissa
Woodrow.The artwork is mixed media
and has no borders or boundaries.
Instead, the artists are free to express
the theme and their background as
they please.
Stephanie Kaplan, a friend of
an artist described the artwork
as powerful. She was particularly
taken by Woodrow’s video series,
which expressed the end of life and
respecting elders, something Kaplan
thinks we need to talk more about as a
culture. She also found the exhibition’s
theme memorable.
“To discover that it’s about women
in this way, it took me by surprise
and because I didn’t know in advance,
I think it was even more striking,”
Kaplan said.
The exhibition will be running until
May 31 at the Vermillion Art Gallery
and Bar on Capitol Hill.
Tess may be reached at
towen@su-spectator.com
15
SEATTLE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS REPRESENT AT LOCAL FILM FESTIVAL
Amy Martin
Volunteer Writer
Before the doors opened at the Seattle
College and University Film Festival
(SCUFF) over the weekend, University
of Washington graduate and festival
creator Will Cadra paced along a busy
line of patrons. His event was sure to
be packed.
SCUFF had its first ever film-
screeningevent thisweekend, showing
off student films fromaround Seattle.
The festival started as a Senior
Capstone project from Cadra. This
year, 17 short films were shown during
the free screening event on May 15.
“I saw they have tons of stuff going
on at Seattle college campuses, film
clubs and production classes, but there
wasn’t a lot of unity through that,”
Cadra said. “I decided [it would be
cool] to have a festival that shows off
the films being made across Seattle.”
After creating the festival as a one-
man operation, Cadrarecruited some
close friends and faithful volunteers to
help put the final pieces together.
“I didn’t realize howbig of a demand
there was for a festival like this until I
got 74 submissions,” Cadra said.
This festival featured a $100,000
prize for a winner selected by guest
judges Robert Horton from Seattle
Weekly, and Todd Kaumans, program
manager at the National Film Festival
for Talented Youth.
This year’s winner was a film titled,
“A Brief History of John Toews,” by
Nick Bragg, a senior at University
of Washington. Seattle University
students also submitted five films,
though none received top honors.
One film, “New York, 2046,” was
directed by Seattle U senior Aniello
De Angelis and sophomore Devin
Allen. The film is a loose narrative,
black and white film, featuring a blend
of movement and still photography.
De Angelis refers to the five
minute film as “kind of sci-fi, kind of
experimental.” It focuses on themes
of illusion, time and love. They all
come together through creative style
techniques like shadow play.
“We didn’twant toweird people out,
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we just wanted to be disorienting,” De
Angelis said. “If they hate it that’s cool.
If they love it that’s cool. If they were
like, ‘what was that?’ That’s cool too.
That’s the nice thing about film is that
everyone has a different reaction.”
There was a common theme of eye-
opening and mind-bending topics
among the Seattle U student films.
Sophomore Morgan McDougal
spent three months creating a six-
minute short film on grieving and
how to remain hopeful when one loses
a loved one.
“I was partially inspired by a few of
my close friends who lost somebody
and I was able to observe them going
through their own grieving process,”
McDougal said. “I also experienced
that myself so it was also my
interpretation about those events.”
Moving forward, McDougal hopes
other students can take initiative and
find ways to experiment with film-
making regardless oftheirmajor.
“I want to encourage other people,
who are thinking about making
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Seattle U students Aniello De Angelis, Morgan McDougal, Anna Block Gallegos, Chloe Jones, Zodie Waxman and Nick
Weihe getting ready to view thefilms at SCUFF.
films, to just kind of do it because
the hardest part, at least for me, was
starting,” McDougal said. “But after
just starting, people jumped on board
and were really supportive.”
Having strong support was also key
in “Locked Perception,” a 12-minute
film directed by juniors Daniel
Schiff and Anna Block Gallegos. The
film is about social masks and how
emotional baggage can affect one’s
social behaviors.
“It’s really everybody’s film, we had
over 17 Seattle U students that helped
us,” Schiff said. “In it, we give our
character a physical trunk to represent
emotional weight that’s handcuffed
to him.”
Dealing with a sensitive topic that
involves mental health, “Locked
Perception” takes an artistic
approach to something people
commonly experience but do not as
commonly discuss.
“He actually doesn’t talk in the film,
like how people with anxiety struggle
to communicate what they are
actually feeling,” Schiffsaid. “It’s really
just a matter of putting in perspective
for other people how not everybody
necessarily struggles in the same way.”
Another of Schiff’s films was also
includedin SCUFF, “Surgeon General,”
which junior Jose Chalit co-directed.
The film is a poetic documentary
in essay style. It draws a parallel
between iPhone advancements and
the early stages of cigarette popularity
in America.
“We play with not only addiction
but also advertising,” Schiff said.
“Everybody uses these things
excessively but they haven’t been
around long enough to really see the
consequences, just as cigarettes used
to be.”
Looking forward to next year,
students from around Seattle will
continue developing films and
circulating interesting ideas.
The editor may be reached at
entertainment@su-spectator.com
ICE CREAM FESTIVAL SCOOPS UP TASTE OF SUMMER IN SEATTLE
Tess Owen
StaffWriter
As the weather heats up, ice cream
shops from across the Seattle are
preparing to kick off the summer
season with a selection of sweet treats
at the Seattle Ice Cream Festival. The
12 participating ice cream makers
will arrive armed with unique flavors
and natural ingredients for the first
annual festival.
The festival will take place at
Chophouse Row in Capitol Hill from
12 to 5 p.m. on May 22. Admission is
free and so are all the samples,with the
option topurchase your favoriteflavor.
But choose wisely, there will be tons
of flavors and vendors to pick from.
The participating ice cream makers
include: Sweet Bumpas, MollyMoons,
Bluebird, Cupcake Royale, Gelatiamo,
Balleywood Creamery, Kurt Farm
Shop, Full Tilt, Parfait, Half Pint,
Troveand Pink’s. The ice cream shops
all have different specialties that range
from ice cream macarons to spicy
chipotle peanut brittle ice cream. Each
shop brings a different strength to
the table.
Anthony Tran, the co-owner of
Pinks Ice Cream, prides his
business on its unique
Asian-inspired
flavors
' m
“I think our flavors are very unique
because there’s not a lot of ice cream
companies out there that do what we
do—they don’t have the same flavors
that we do,” Tran said.
Tran, whose business is expanding
this summer, says Pink’s Ice Cream will
bring some of their best flavors to the
event, which include: durian, mango,
a non-dairy coconut, green tea, Thai
tea, lychee, and Vietnamese coffee.
Their most popular flavor, durian, is
made with only premium ingredients
and real fruit. Pink’s will also combine
their ice cream with the local macaron
bakery, Macadons, to bring ice cream
macarons to the event.
Matt Bumpas, the owner of Sweet
Bumpas, is preparing for Sunday’s
event,but isalso gearing up for Seattle
University’s Quadstock on Saturday.
Bumpas uses fresh herbs and dried
spices to flavor his bold ice cream.
His personal favorite is chipotle
peanut brittle.
“People really like our ice cream
because we make everything. A lot of
ice cream companies [are not] making
the whole product themselves, they
buy a base from
a dairy [farm], but we make it all
ourselves and we think that folks taste
the difference,” Bumpas said.
Sweet Bumpas plans to stock their
spot at the festival with chocolate malt,
chipotle peanut brittle, fresh mint
and dark chocolate crumble, coconut
lime, rhubarb pineapple, and their
most popular flavor, monkey butt’—a
banana ice cream with homemade
peanut butter candy bar crunch. This
will be the business’ second summer;
Sweet Bumpas sells at markets around
Seattle including the Capitol Hill
Farmer’s Market and the Fremont
Sunday Market.
As Sweet Bumpas begins its second
summer,Bluebird Ice Creamcelebrates
its seventh. The shop’s local branch is
located on Pike street, a blockfrom the
festival. According to Josh Reynolds,
Bluebird’s founder, the shop plans to
bring some fun seasonal flavors tokick
off the summer season—although he’s
unsure of the exact flavors. One thing
Reynolds is sure of, however, ishis ice
cream’s quality.
“If you try a sample of it, you’re
going to buy the full scoop,”
Reynolds said.
NAY 18, 2016
Bluebird sources locally and
collaborates with other local
businesses like Theo Chocolate for
ingredients. The shop is planning
on including dairy-free options at
the festival.
The vibrant flavors from Pink’s,
Sweet Bumpas and Bluebird will be
joined by creative parfaits from Trove,
rich tastes from Gelatiamo and the
classic comfort of Molly Moon’s,
among others. As ice cream business
owners prepare for a big turnout, they
also lookforward to the experience of
the festival.
Reynolds explained that he is
excited for the festival and the fun
collaboration that happens when
peers from the ice cream business
come together. Bumpas is looking
forward to more people trying his
product and the joy that comes from
selling ice cream.
“I went into this business because
I like to see people really happy
and I get to see them really happy’’
Bumpas said.
Tess may be reached at
towen@su-spectator.com
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“UNCHARTED 4:” OFFERS A JAW DROPPING CONCLUSION
Scott Johnson
Staff Writer
For nearly a decade, game developer
Naughty Dog has been turning players
into what is essentially a modern day
Indiana Jones. By allowing players
to explore ancient underground
ruins, discover mythical cities and
avoid enemy forces at every turn, the
“Uncharted” franchise has proven
to be one of the greatest series of the
modern era. “Uncharted 4: A Thief’s
End,” concludes the saga with jaw-
dropping beauty, snarky humor and
cinematic storytelling.
Over the course of five games,
Naughty Dog has consistently
improved the series’ core elements.
Visceral action, precarious traversal of
rickety bridges and crumbling cliffs as
well as a film-like focus on storytelling
all combine in the final installment.
A winding story (that tends to drag
in the last third of the game) finds
a Nathan Drake who has retired
from adventuring. Having settled
down with his wife, Elena, he finds
himself bored with a “normal” life.
Opportunity arises after his brother,
who he thought died over a decade
prior in a prison escape, convinces
him to go on one last treasure hunt,
and the two set off with old allies to
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seek out the missing treasure of pirate
Henry Avery. On top of delivering a
top-notch story, Naughty Dog also
seamlessly weaves in little callbacks to
previous games.
Like Naughty Dog’s previous game,
“The Last of Us,” “Uncharted 4” deals
with some hefty emotions exhibited
through masterful storytelling. While
it feels like much of the game is
lopsided towards exploring, Naughty
Dog uses these gaps from the action to
tell its story through dialogue that digs
deeper into the game’s unforgettable
characters that put most film writing
these days to shame.
Over the course of my 11-hour
play-through, I experienced some of
the most extraordinary graphics I’ve
ever seen. Picturesque vistas, Italian
mansions, ancient Scottish castles
and lost pirate villages dot the game’s
globe-trotting map, begging players to
simply sit and look. Yet, even though
the game is brilliantly lush and
carefully rendered, there isn’t much to
besides following a linear path. Aside
froma few hidden treasures, there isn’t
muchIncentive to go off and explore
the game’s many environments,which
is disappointing when you compare
a game like this to the recent “Tomb
Raider” reboot, which offers hours of
side material. Still, this shortcoming is
minor when one considers the game’s
gameplay, and forces you to remain
focused on the story.
Though it was thrice delayed,
“Uncharted 4” plays like a dream. Slick
controls and new mechanics (like
the always-thrilling grappling hook)
make landscape traversal easy and
fun. Still, “Uncharted’s” main form of
navigation does have a penchant to
grow stale near the end of the game
as the game predictably throws curve
balls at players, allowing ledges to
snap and crumble beneath Drake
as he climbs. These moments grow
more frustrating and repetitive rather
than harrowing as they don’t really
offer any challenge, but are instead
continued inconveniences that slow
speedy travel.
Combat is fast-paced and tight,
but feels underutilized and stagnant.
New elements are rarely introduced,
and with the exception of a few new
guns in the game’s second half, there
isn’t much gameplay evolution either.
Players have the option to navigate
through certain areas with stealth,
which is functional, but an additional
tool like a silencer for your guns or
a ranged weapon would have made
the gameplay a little more dynamic.
Puzzles are few and far between,
but they are fresh and challenging,
while open-world areas that allow
players to maneuver in cars and
boats are gorgeous to look at, but are
disappointingly linear.
Despite a few stale mechanics, a
lopsided reliance on storytelling and
travel and a decidedly empty world,
“Uncharted 4” is a work of art within
a video game; a marvel of the current
console generation. With a poignant
script, immaculate graphics and a
winding story through some of the
most beautiful digital sights of the
past decade, “Uncharted 4: A Thief’s
End” is a phenomenal and bittersweet
conclusion to one ofthe best franchises
of all time.
Scott may be reached at
sjohnson@su-spectator.com
PHOTO VIA NAUGHTY DOG
BASEBALL SETS SINGLE SEASON WINS RECORD
Willy Goldstein
Staff Writer
The Seattle University baseball team
kept rolling this weekend as they
earned the series sweep, a fourth
straight win and set a new school
record for wins.
That last win was the most important
as the Redhawks (33-18, 19-5 WAC)
coach Donny Harel stated that getting
32 wins, one ahead of the record
they set last year, was a goal from the
beginning of the season.
“Beating the school record that
was set last year is a great honor for
this senior class. Last year’s mark of
31 wins bypassed a long time record
for wins in a season set in 1954 with
29 wins,” Harrel said. “That was a big
accomplishment for the 2015 team.
This year with us already being at 33
wins marks another great chapter
toward our growth as an organization.
I am very proud ofwhat this grouphas
done and what still lies ahead.”
While it was a fun weekend for
Catcher Kyler Murphy throws to first for an out against Northern
Colorado University.
SPORTS
the team—they set the record and
honoring their seniors on senior
night—they still have not clinched the
top seed, with three games remaining
in the season.
They are looking to win two out of
the last three in order to stave off New
Mexico State from taking the top spot.
The Redhawks dominated Northern
Colorado over the weekend series
outscoring them 22-6.
In the first game, a 10-3 win, they
tallied 16 hits and were in control the
whole time. Senior Ted Hammond
had a strong night on the mound
going 5.2 innings while striking out
four and giving up one run. Junior
Brock Carpenter, who has been one
of the best hitters all season, went a
perfect 4-for-4 on the night, knocking
in three runs. He was one of five
Redhawks with a multi-hit game that
night as the offense rolled.
In the second game of the series,
the Redhawks went up 4-0 before
getting a little scare in the seventh,
but eventually won 4-2. Sophomore
Griffin Andreychuk hits a singlefor a Kyler Murphy RBI. KYLE KOTANI • the spectator
Nick Meservey struck out seven over
six innings ofwork to pick up the win,
while freshman Zach Wolfworked the
ninth for his 10th save of the season.
Senior Sheldon Stoberand sophomore
Sean Sutton started off the scoring
in the second with back to back RBI
singles. Freshman Kyler Murphy later
singled in a run that would prove to be
enough for the win.
In the series finale, the Redhawks
once again dominated the Bears after
paying tribute to their seniors. All four
seniors saw action in the final home
game. Stober got the start at second,
Grant Gunningpitched the eighth and
Hammond pinch hit, earning him his
first college plate appearance. Redshirt
junior Cash Mcguire also earned a
ceremonial plate appearance the first
time through the line up.
Sophomore Janson Junk tied a
school record with 13 strikeouts on
the day, while sophomore Dalton
Hurd led the way at the plate with
three hits.
The win ensured the Redhawks a
top two seed, but they aren’t going to
be satisfied with number two.
With the way they are hitting and
pitching, coach Harrel appears to have
his team poised for a long, successful,
postseason run. They hope it can end
in a WAC Championship appearance
where their season ended last year to
NMS. This year they have the pieces
to exact their revenge.
“Looking ahead we are excited
about returning to the tourney and
know that it gives us another chance
to win that thing and have a chance
to play in a regional, which has been a
long term goal for our program since
we were reinstated,” said coach Harrel.
But for now, they turn theirattention
to Sacramento State where they will
play for the regular season title.
Willy may be reached at
wgoldstein@su-spectator.com
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SOFTBALL MAKES WAC TOURNAMENT RUN
Willy Goldstein
Staff Writer
The Seattle University softball team’s
season ended with a 6-4 loss to New
Mexico State.
The Redhawks made it to the
semifinals before being ousted by the
top seeded Aggies.
Theteam startedout thetournament
with an uninspired 4-0 loss to Utah
Valley. UV used back to back home
runs in the fourth inning to get on
the board and take the lead for good.
Senior Alyssa Reuble picked up the
loss while Makayla Shadle and Bailey
Moore combined for the shutout.
The Redhawks would recover well
in thesecond game ofthe day to defeat
Missouri-KansasCity 7-3 to eliminate
ALL ABOARD THE MARINER’S HYPE TRAIN!
Matt Garcia
Volunteer Writer
Afterlosing theirfirst five home games
to start the 2016 season, the Seattle
Mariners appeared to be heading in
an all too familiar direction. The team
was 2-6 and the cynicism among the
fan base was palpable, as it has been
for the last 15 years.
On April 13, the Mariners led the
Texas Rangers 2-1 inthe eighth inning
of their series finale, desperately
trying to avoid losing all six games
of the season’s first home stand.
Then, Joel Peralta gave up a game-
tying homerun to Delino DeShields,
which prompted a collective sigh
from Mariner fans. Forgive those of
us that had little faith in the Mariners
finding a way to score another run,
given that the team had scored a total
of only seven runs the previous five
games combined.
The
game
would
go into extra
innings. With two outs in the bottom
of the tenth, newcomer Dae-Ho Lee
stepped up to the plate and crushed
a Jake Diekman fastball over the
left field wall, giving the Mariners a
walk-off win and ending their five
20 SPORTS
them and stay alive. Freshman Andie
Larkins pitched a complete game
while striking out five to earn the win.
Senior Rose Saenz led the way with
two hits while five players recorded
an RBI.
“I’m so proud of the way we fought
today,” said head coach Geoff Hirai.
“After the first game, to come back in
the second and earn the win shows
the resilience and fight that we’ve had
all year.”
The winwould set up arematch with
Utah Valley, in which the Redhawks
prevailed 7-2. Seattle U jumped out
to an early 4-2 lead after four innings
and never looked back, adding three
insurance runs in the fourth. Larkins
earned the win going four innings,
while Reuble came on in relief for
game losing streak.
I’m not sure if one swing of a bat in
the second week of April is the sort
of thing that can have lasting effects
on a baseball team, but the fact of the
matter is that things changed after
that Lee homerun. The Mariners
would go on to win 19 oftheir next 26
games and springboard themselves to
the top of the American League West.
And it wasn’t just the wins, it was how
they were winning.
It was Robinson Cano hitting a
three-run homerun in the top of the
tenth to give the Mariners a 10-7 win
against Cleveland on April 21.
It was the following night against
the Angels when the Mariners again
scored three in the top of the tenth,
fueled by an RBI single fromFranklin
Gutierrez and a two-run homerun by
Nelson Cruz.
It was May 4 against Oakland when
they fell behind 8-4 and clawed their
way
back to win 9-8 on the strength of
two Dae-Ho Lee homeruns.
It was the next night against the
Astroswhen Cano hit a bases-clearing
double in the top of the ninth to break
a 3-3 tie and give the Mariners a 6-3
win on Cinco de Mayo.
three shutout innings. Freshman
Kaylee Ree tallied three hits and three
runs batted in to lead the Redhawks
into the semifinals.
But the Aggies were ready for them,
putting up six runs in the first two
innings. Tatum Reedy contributed
half of those runs on a three run
home run. From there the Redhawks
did the best they could to chip away at
the lead. They scored two in the third
and a run apiece in the fourth and
fifth, but could do no more as they
fell. Andie Larkins picked up the loss
giving up six runs in three innings of
work.
Larkins and Reuble deserve a lot
of credit as the team’s sole starters,
pitching night in and night out.
“I am so proud of our team,”
Over the prior decade and a half,
these were the kinds of games the
Mariners would typically lose. Scoring
runs, particularly late in games, was
an area in which the Mariners had
often faltered.
From 2009 to 2015, the Mariners
ranked at or near the bottom ofMajor
League Baseball in runs scored,
batting average and OPS in the
seventh inning or later. Here’s exactly
how they stacked up against all 30
teams during that timespan:
RUNS* OPS* BA*
2015 29th 30th 30th
2014 22nd 24th 27th
2013 28th 23rd 28th
2012 28th 29th 28th
2011 26th 27th 24th
2010 30th 30th 30th
2009 30th 29th 19th
*seventh inning or later
Hirai said. “Our senior class set the
standard for what we want to achieve
as a program and I’m thankful to
them. We continue our mission to be
the first.”
In the Championship game CSU
Bakersfield defeated New Mexico
State 1-0 to earn the title. It came in
exciting fashion as catcher Jo Larios
hit her first career home run in the
top of the seventh to score the first
and only run ofthe game.
Seattle University had Reed and
sophomore Breanna Timmons named
to the All-Tournamentteam.
Willy may be reached at
wgoldstein@su-spectator.com
This year,
the Mariners are singing
a different tune. As of Monday, May
16, the Mariners rank 11th in batting
average and 13th in OPS in the
seventh inning or later. As for scoring
runs in the seventh inning or later, the
Mariners rank sixth with 63 runs. In
fact, 38 percent of all the runs scored
by the Mariners this season have
come in the seventh inning or later,
leading them to a 5-1 record in extra
inning games.
We’re only six weeks into this long
season but the Mariners have thus
far shown grit and tenacity not seen
at Safeco in a long time. Will it last?
Who knows. What I do know is that
I’m putting my cynicism to bed and
am encouraging ajl M’s fans to do
the same. Here’s to hoping that at
the end of this season we’ll all look
back at Lee’s walk-off homer on April
13 as the moment that something
special began.
The editormay be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
TRACK AND FIELD TAKES HOME 4 GOLDS AT WAC
AJ Schofield
Sports & Opinion Editor
The Seattle University Track
and Field team competed at the
WAC Outdoor Championships in
Lawrence, Kan. this past weekend,
and brought some hardware home
with them. All-in-all, the Redhawks
brought home nine medals—four
gold, three silver and two bronze—-
and broke four school records in
the process.
Senior Shaddye Melu continued his
dominance, taking home two gold
medals. Melu took first place in the
400 meter dash with a time of 47.40
seconds and then again in the high
jump, with a jump of 2.07 meters.
Melu also took home the gold in both
events at the Indoor Championships
in February, and is now a 4-time high
jump champion.
Matt Seidel (right) placed second in the 10,000m race with a time of 30:46. Baxter Arguinchona took third with a time
of30:47.
Nate McLaughlin placed sixth in the men’s 3000m steeplechase, with a time Junior Mariah Gibbs runs the 100m hurdles. CAM PETERS • THE SPECTATOR
of10:18.
Redshirt Junior Mandie Maddux
also brought home a gold medal in the
heptathlon, and sophomore Jacques
Herbert won gold in the 1,500 meter.
Senior Elana Smith brought home the
silver medal for her performance in
the 10,000 meter race.
.Melu, Maddux, and Smith will now
head back to Lawrence to compete in
the NCAA West Prelims next week,
where a top performance could earn
them a trip to the NCAA National
Championships in Eugene, Ore. in
early June.
The rest of the medal winners are as
follows: MatthewSeidel(So., Silver/5K;
Silver/lOK), Baxter Arguinchona
(RS Sr., Bronze/lOk), Lila Rice (Jr.,
1500m/Bronze).
AJ may be reached at
sports@su-spectator.com
Katie Fleming placed sixth overall in triple jump, with a max distance of 11.69m.
may 18. 2016 '
Elena Smith placed second in the
10,000m race, with a new PR of 36
minutes 2 seconds.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR: ON THE MRC STUDENT COALITION: NO MORE APOLOGIES. WE NEED CHANGE.
Many journalists maintain an outdated
idea that, to be an effective reporter, you
must be impartial, disinterested and
emotionally detached. But, as President
Obama said during the White House
Correspondents’ Dinner, “Taking
a stand on behalf of what is true
does not require you shedding your
objectivity. In fact, it is the essence of
good journalism. It affirms the idea that
the only way we can build consensus,
the only way that we can move forward
as a country, the only way we can help
the world mend itself is by agreeing
on a baseline of facts when it comes to
the challenges that confront us all.” It
is without any hesitation that I express
my full support for the Matteo Ricci
College Student Coalition and their
demands.
The MRC Student Coalition wants
a complete overhaul of the currently
Eurocentric curriculum and the
immediate resignation of MRC Dean
Jodi Kelly. While the incorporation of
these changes might require intense
work, the ideas behind them are not
idealistic or utopian, but rather, rooted
in a need for accountability and an
honest, almost desperate, desire for
learning.
Students and alumni have come
forward saying that Matteo Ricci
College has not equipped them with
the skills necessaryto engage incritical
consciousness and to live in a world
full ofracism, sexism, power, privilege,
and oppression. To want these skills
is a reasonable,desire, and I too want
the ability to discuss them intelligently.
The Coalition has said this previously
but it is worth mentioning again: they
do not feel like Matteo Ricci College
is preparing leaders for a “just and
humane world.” Instead, students
feel silenced in the classroom and
discouraged to engage with difficult
subjects. This is not an issue ofstudent’s
disliking a school’s mission and wanting
to change it—a mission of preparing
leaders for a just and humane world
is exactly what they want—this is an
issue of accountability. The coalition
and theirallies believe that Matteo Ricci
OPINION
College has misled them and failed to
live up to its missionstatement.
Since the Matteo Ricci College
Student Coalition began their sit
in one week ago, I have heard many
narratives projected onto the group.
People in our community and others
who know of this action through social
media have painted the Coalition as
a mob of bigots, racists, idealists and
even terrorists. I was blindsided by
these characterizations, especially
when I became the subject ofthe same
harassment simply for tweeting about
the events. When some hear about
the Coalition’s desire to have a non-
Eurocentric curriculum that centers
people ofcolor, queer folks, trans folks,
differently abled folks and women of
color, they incorrectly assume that
means the Coalition is attacking white
students and professors—that is a gross
misunderstanding of the Coalition’s
intentions. This is not just about
making changes for people of color;
there are white MRC students who are
hungry for this liberatory education as
well. Lifting up the voices ofthose most
marginalized in society is good for the
education ofall people—yes, even white
students and professors. It is a principle
also well understood by journalists in
the way we approach our stories.
The other side ofthis issue that must
of course be discussed is the demand
for the immediateresignation of Dean
Kelly. While I am not an MRC student,
I fully support this clause based on
the countless testimonials I’ve heard
from students and faculty explaining
their feelings of being silenced and
fear of pursuing academic freedom. If
people have expressed feelings of such
intense fear because of an individual
then we must stand with these people
and recognize their pain. Provost
for Academic Achievement, Charles
Lawrence, himself spoke to this point
during a meeting with core coalition
members and Administrators last
Friday.
He has heard students say “that they
have not had academic freedom.”
“I have also heard from MRC faculty
over two years,but especially in the last
three months, that they have not had
academic freedom. To put it simply,
people are afraid,” Lawrence said. “If
some of the faculty within MRC had
that freedom, I don’t think we would
be here today.”
Deep systemic changes are clearly
needed within the college, and that
could be understood just by knowing
these facts: The last time the MRC has
undergone a review was in 1991, and
that review was done internally. In its
41 years ofexistence, the Matteo Ricci
College has never gone an external
program review, something that is
required of almost all colleges on
Seattle U’s campus every seven years.
Additionally, students, faculty and
staffhave expressed virtually the same
concerns for the last decade to previous
MRC Dean Fisher and possibly even
longer before that. It is completely
unacceptable that these injustices have
gone on for this long.
I know that many people, of all
varying identities—white people,
people of color, queer folks and
differently abled folks—might not agree
with the coalition and even maintain
that the coalition has hurt them in some
way. My experience with the coalition
is that they are inclusive, welcoming,
and ready to engage in dialogue, but
I will never deny that if someone has
experienced pain from an interaction,
then that is their experience. Pain
is nonnegotiable. But I feel that the
ongoing difficulty for different groups
to understand each other further
illustrates a need for a dramaticshift in
culture and curriculum, so that people
can learn how to engage each other
on difficult subjects in a productive
way. An institution that aims to create
leaders for a “just and humane world,”
should be equipping everyone with
those skills.
I feel that the reaction from
administrators and from our
President Fr. Stephen Sundborg, S.J.
has been incredibly disheartening and
embarrassing for our institution. His
remarks that this movement sets up
some sort of “opposition,” maintains
the common narrative of women
of color that they are emotional and
hostile. His statement that the group’s
labeling of Dean Kelly as “racist” is
not in the spirit of respect reveals an
increasingly condescending attitude
towards the coalition. That a white
person in a position of power tries to
set the tone and language surrounding
how students, particularly students of
color, can discuss race, reinforces white
supremacy on our campus.
It is impossible for me to stand idle
while so many people on our campus
are hurting in the same ways that I am
hurting in this society, and in so many
other ways that I could never possibly
comprehend. Recognition oftheir pain
should be enough for everyperson on
our campus to be in solidarity with
these students.
Members of the MRC Student
Coalition, this institution has failed
you. This institution has failed us.
I do not accept this school’s empty
apologies and neither should you. We
should only accept change.
While I am not objective on this subject,
the Spectator as a publication remains
neutral in the spirit offair and balanced
reporting. I have distancedmyself from
the writing of certain pieces on this
edition and trust the skills of my staff
to report on this complex subject. The
reporting I have done on this subject
has been minimal; I am involved in
conducting interviews, gathering
sources, writing down facts for the
timeline, and engaging in conversations
with my editorial board. My staff and
are I outspoken in keeping ourselves
and each other accountable and ethical.
—Melissa Lin, Editor in Chief
Melissa may be reached at
editor@su-spectator.com
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BRIDGES WOVEN WITH WORDS
The role of the journalisticmedia is to illuminate. To bring light to situations of
constantly shifting circumstancesandprovide leveled clarity on defining moments
in the swiftestmanner. Journalismis a bridge between people. At least, that’s what
it should be. In the light ofthe recent events with Matteo Ricci College Coalition
movement, it has been disappointing as a student, as an aspiring writer, to see
the lackluster response put forwardby local media coverage.
It isn’t about raising one voice above another, and it most certainly should
never be about promoting your personal opinions through lack ofcoverage. We,
as journalists, should seek to present the issues at hand with a constant focus
on people and stories. Articles issued at the time of the first days of the sit-in
by big name publications like the Seattle Times and the Stranger were not only
limited in their coverage, but also hastily done, and amateurish. Students and
faculty were treated as a few quotes, and real issues were simplified in a way that
is unacceptable for these major institutions. No time was spent to accurately
understand the deep "stories on all sides of this issue, and no effort was made to
connect with thesepeople as people, something that is key to trulyunderstanding.
In theirreporting, these publications twisted an already complicated situation.
They placed the movement under an umbrella ofeitherprivileged college students
or a heartless administration. In doing so they sucked the humanity out of
both sides.
To build bridges is to build community; to spend time among the people, to
pick up each story and place it in context, in the clearest manner possible, and
lay it out plain. You must put out an effort to connect, otherwise you’re replacing
mortar with water, and setting the foundations for further misunderstandings.
—Jason Bono, News & ManagingEditor
The Spectator editorial board consists ofMelissa Lin, Christopher Salsbury, A.J. Schofield,
Jason Bono, Lena Beck, JennaRamsey, Will McQuilkin, Nicole Schlaeppi, and Sally Under-
wood. Signed commentaries reflect the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of
the Spectator. The views expressed in these editorials are not necessarily the views of Seattle
University.
OP-ED FROM MRC STUDENT COALITION
MEMBER:“WE WERE SEEDS”
I arrived at myIssaquah home Saturdaynight at 2 A.M. Naturally, my littlebrother
questioned me Sunday morning.
“Where were you?” he asked.
“Protesting.” I said, curious to see what his reaction would be.
His eyes got big and wide, then a suspicious looktook his face began to form.
“You? Protesting? Whywould you do such a thing?” In his blunt 13-year-old mind,
protesting is not associated with love. All he knows about protesting is what he
sees onT.Y.; obnoxiouscharacters marching around andchanting. So I explained:
There is a group of women of color, like me, who sat in a room until 1 in the
morning, fighting for him. That’s right, for him. The sit-in happening at the
CaseyBuilding is about much more than a call for the resignation of a Dean. It
is an attempt tomake the college better for future students. Similar movements
are taking place throughout the nation, from UW to Yale. Years of discontent in
the Matteo Ricci College (MRC) has led to upwardsof 100 students to make the
statement: enough is enough. As of Monday, 1030 people have signed a petition
supporting claims of racism, sexism, homophobia, and other manifestations
of oppression.
As the saying goes: “They tried to bury us. They didn’t know we were seeds”.
Three years ago I sat in a room with my advisor and the Dean of Matteo Ricci
College. I was trying to switch out of Humanities and into Biology, as the first
two quarters ofmy college career were simply miserable. The curriculum did not
feel right to me. The Dean tried to convince me otherwise. She said that she felt
“sorry” for my (Nursing) roommate who had so much free time compared to me,
that she must not have the. “MRC work-ethic” they expected of their students.
I said I needed to study something I loved, and that led to my dream job. She
insisted she knew better, and claimed that “my parents wished they were in this
program”. She made assumptions about myimmigrant parents, she denied all of
myconcerns about the curriculum, and she diminished the value of otherdegrees.
She was trying to bury me.
My academic advisor and I walked out ofthat room, and I ran into a professor.
He looked at me straight in the eye, and said “on a personal note, you’re making
a huge mistake.”
He tried to bury me.
I eventually did make it out of the Humanities program, to pursue a Biology
degree, and it was the greatest decision ofmy college career. This is not the place
to write about my success, but I am proud of myself.
They didn’t know I was a seed.
This weekend I went back to Casey and was filled with optimism as I joined
the sit-in. A room I associated with anger and frustration was now filled with
flowers, love, and healing. Here, students, ex-faculty, and UW/SPU students
gathered to express their frustration with the multicultural incompetency and
inability to change with the times.
As it stands now, there is only one solution: a change in leadership.
They didn’t know we were seeds.
—Maria Dalzell, Student in the School of Science and Engineering
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WANT TO SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT
THE MRC STUDENT COALITION, OR ANY OTHER
COMPELLING ISSUE IN OUR COMMUNITY?
OP-EDS AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME.
EMAIL EDITOR@SU-SPECTATOR.COM
CORRECTIONS:
In the May 11 issue of the Spectator, the article “HAWC Program to Assist in Quitting Tobacco Use," incorrectly suggested that HAWC aims to end
tobacco addiction in Seattle, when it actually aims to empower and support those who smoke and are interested quitting. The quote, “...they are also
opening the door to the possibility of alternatives to our current tobacco policy" is also inaccurate, as HAWC is not currently seeking alternatives to
Seattle U’s current tobacco policy. Tire Spectator deeply regrets these errors.
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